CHAPTER XXII

GIOVANNI  "POPOLANO"  AND  CATHERINE  SFORZA

GIOVANNI

Born 1467  Died 1498

GIOVANNI, the second son of Pier Francesco the Elder, is
said to have been one of the handsomest and most accom-
plished of the Florentines of his day. He was eleven yean-
old at the time of the Pazzi Conspiracy, and all his youth
was passed in the midst of the splendour of the rule of
Loienzo the Magnificent, and when he was nineteen he was
engaged to the latter's daughtei Maria, who, however, died
before the marriage took place. When Lorenzo the Mag-
nificent died in 1492 Giovanni was twenty-five, and in the
following year we find him visiting the court of Mantua in
great style at the baptism of Isabella d'Este's daughter. After
the leading part which he and his brother Lorenzo took in
the banishment of the elder branch of the family, Giovanni
took service with the King of France, and was given by
Charles VIII a post with an annual salary of two thousand
crowns; but this did not last long, as in 1496 he was ap-
pointed by the Florentine Republic as their ambassador to
Catherine Sforza, the masterful Countess of Forli.

At Forll Giovanni soon made himself highly popular, and
after a short time the Countess of Forli (whose political posi-
tion made it almost imperative that she should marry again)
showed so much admiration for her handsome and accom-
plished Florentine envoy that some began to say that she
intended to marry him. Nevertheless it was thought by most
to be very unlikely that so great a personage would marry
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